MARAD ADVI SORY 01- 06

21 SEP 2001

TO:

Qperators of U S. flag and effective U. S. controlled vessel s and
other Maritine interests

SUBJ:

Maritime alert and increased required AMVER position reporting
for U S -flag vessels

1. The threat to nmaritine vessels is likely to increase as
various extrem st groups anticipate U S. retaliation for the
Sept enber 11 attacks. This includes the entire spectrum of
threats - fromcivil unrest/denonstrations that may not be able
to be contained by port security, especially in ports of
countries with sizeable radical Islamc communities, to attacks
simlar to what the maritine community saw with the USS Col e

| ast year. While we have no specific threat information against
U.S. commrercial shipping, ships are urged to review their
security procedures and discuss with |ocal port authorities what
security measures are in place to protect ships at anchor or
pier side fromsurface threats, threats fromland, or underwater
t hreat s.

2. Cruise ships and U. S. nmerchant vessels should be on a
hei ght ened state of alert, and should closely nonitor the
Nat i onal | magery and Mappi ng Agency's (NI MA) broadcast warnings.

3. Comrencing imediately all U S.-flag ships required by
regulation to file AWER position reports and operating in the
North Arabian Sea, @ulf of Oran, Persian Gulf, Gulf of Aden, Red
Sea and the Suez Canal shall file AWER reports every 24 hours
vi ce every 48 hours.

4. This increase in position reporting is a precautionary
nmeasure due to the current situation. The change is directed by
the Maritime Adm nistrator in accordance with 46-cfr part

307.11. This is not to be construed as a war zone decl arati on.

5. Al US. flag operators with ships in the affected areas are
requested to forward this advisory to their ships by the nost
expedi ent nmeans. This advisory will subsequently be published
in the "weekly notice to mariners" and MARAD wor | dw de web site.
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